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Significant headway has been made in the
plight to save the Nechake White Sturgeon
after 33 juvenile sturgeon were captured,
measured and released back into the Nechako
River last week during the Fall Juvenile Index
Project. .

More sturgeon were captured and released

" this year than ever before in the five year proj-
ect, and nine of the 33 fish were part of the
pilot conservation facility program which be-
gan in 2006, . -

“The recapture of these juvenile sturgeon
is an importane milestone that indicates that
some of the pilot hatchery sturgeon are sur-
viving in the Nechako” said Christina Ciesiel-
ski of the NWSRI Technical Working Group
in'a press release.

“Por the first three years we had zero num-
bers, and then-last year we found one or two,
Then this year, 33 - that’s a significant mile-
stone - that also adds lots of guestions , why
all of a sudden did we catch juveniles?” said
Brian Frenkel, Chairperson for the Nechako
White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative’s Com-
munity Working Group.

The nine sturgeon were recognized as be-
ing part of the pilot program as they had been
marked with pit fags with individoal numbers
during three Save Our Sturgeen release evenls
in 20006, 2007 and 2008, The NWSRI group is
currently working to identtfy who may have
released the fish via the identification num-
ber.

When released the sturgeon averaged 15¢m
long and 20grams in size. Last week they had
grown to 60cm in length and 1.3kg 1n size.

“The members of the NWERT are cautious-
ly optimistic yet extremely enthusiastic about
the news " said Frenkel, in a press release.

“While the imtial mumbers captured are
low compared to the pilot haichery fish re-
ieased the fact that pilot hatchery sturgeon
have survived fo become juveniles is fantastic
and lends support to the success of the hatch-
ery program’.

The Carnier Sekant Tribal Council Fish-
erics Department (CSTC)  camnied owt the
sampling this month ander direction of the
Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative
(MWSRI

They will carry out further sampling at the

end of September and it is expected that more
hatchery sturgeon will be capiured.

Déspite this positive news for the Sturgeon,
Frenke! says the survival of the species is still
reliant on provincial and federal funding for
the building of a permanent conservation fa-
cility 1n Vanderhoot which is estimated will
cost approximately $3 miliion o build,

“Ultimately...the federal and provincial
government need 1o make a decision as soon
as possible” said Frenkel about the need for
funding. The economic downturn has meant
rany nunistries have had their budgets cut
making funding problematic.

Don Peterson, President of the Freshwater
Fisheries Society of BC has confirmed that
$1.5 million in funding has been set aside for
the conservation facility in Yanderhoof by the
Mirnistry of Environment.

“These funds are being held by the Fresh-
water Fisheries Society of BC for the express
purpose of building the new sturgeon recovery

* facility in Vanderhoof™, said Peterson. “How-

gver.. the total cost of the facility will be at
least $3 million, so we still actually have only
half of our construction funding in hand.”

The District of Vanderhoof and the Fresh-
water Fisheries Society of BC are currenty
applying to the federal Western Economic Di-
versification {WED) to request the rest of the
funding.

The outcome is not yet known, The first
stage of the application is going to council
tonight for approval and it will then be sub-
mitted. If the fArst stage of the application is
approved then a more detailed application
will need to be submitted. Peterson antici-

pates it could be a few moenths yet before

the funding is confirmed or denied.

A vyear ago an application was made to the
WED under a different program for the fund-
ing but it didn’t make the cut.

Despite the need for the $1.5 Millton {or
the construction of the facility, Peterson said
by fur the biggest challenge will be the operat-
ing costs of the facility,

“The Mechako sturgeon recovery facility
faces an even greater funding challenge in the
need for snnual operating tunds for the facil-
ity and the associated field work once the fa-
cility is completed”. said Peterson.

“Unless we sobve the major funding issues
soon, I fear our precious Nechako sturgeon
will be lost, forever.”
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Henry Klassen, A member of the comrmunity Working Group helps {o rélesse
baby Sturgeon into the river in Vanderhoof in 2008 as part of a Stulgeon recovery
program



