STURGEON HISTORY

NECHAKO
WHITE STURGEON

If you see a StUI‘QEOI‘I, reporting the sighting helps
_researchers understand the population, which supports recovery.
Ask _Qbout the Boat Kit Program: info@nechakowhitesturgeon.org.
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nechakowhitesturgeon.org

Sturgeon Recovery

Nechako White Sturgeon are an
endangered species.

The primary human activities
that threaten white sturgeon:

- habitat loss
- river regulation
. invasive species introductions

\%‘t‘% ‘\“vw-» g . direct and indirect harvest
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The Nechako White Sturgeon
Recovery Initiative (NWSRI) works

toward sturgeon recovery. Visit
the Nechako White Sturgeon

10,000 years ago when the Nechako and Columbia rivers were
connected, is thought to be when sturgeon entered this system. Dakelh

Elders tell the story of when the Stuart River flowed backwards. Conservation Centre in
Vanderhoof to learn more!

In the 1880's Hudson Bay Company records report daily catches of
multiple sturgeon from Stuart Lake, most of which were 3 m long.

In the 1990's it became illegal for anyone to catch and/or keep
Nechako White Sturgeon over concerns their numbers were dwindling.
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Today, sturgeon in the Nechako River wateshed are endangered and '8 ?\\
recovery efforts are underway to help bring their numbers back up. I' g 45

If a sturgeon is caught or encountered, either during the First Nation Food, Social and Ceremonial salmon fishery
or by recreational fishers, the sturgeon has to be safely released back into the water and the encounter reported.
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